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Minnesota Ranks 1
st
 in 2013 State Charter Law Rankings  

Annual Ranking of Charter School Laws including Quality and Accountability Released Today 

 
Washington, DC – Minnesota’s charter school law ranks 1

st
 among the 43 states that have approved charter 

school laws, according to the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools’ (NAPCS) annual ranking of state 

charter school laws.  

  

Now in its fourth year, Measuring Up to the Model: A Ranking of State Public Charter School Laws ranks each of 

the country’s 43 state charter school laws. Each state receives a score on its law’s strength based on the 20 

essential components from the NAPCS model law, which include measuring quality and accountability, equitable 

access to funding and facilities and limited caps on charter school growth.  

 

Now in its fourth year, Measuring Up to the Model: A Ranking of State Public Charter School Laws ranks each of 

the country’s 43 state charter school laws. Each state receives a score on its law’s strength based on the 20 

essential components from the NAPCS model law, which include measuring quality and accountability, equitable 

access to funding and facilities and limited caps on charter school growth.  

 

“While Minnesota is ranked 1
st
, its law still needs improvement in some areas, including by providing equitable 

access to capital funding and facilities,” said Todd Ziebarth, vice president, state advocacy and support, National 

Alliance for Public Charter Schools.  “While Minnesota provide charter schools lease aid for the cost of leasing 

facilities, it does not provide capital funding for the direct ownership of facilities.”  Ziebarth is the lead author of 

the report.      

 

“As the first charter school state we are proud that our law again ranks first in the nation,” Eugene Piccolo, 

executive director, Minnesota Association of Charter Schools.  “Our law is a dynamic document that we work to 

refine as the charter school movement evolves, and strives to achieve the purposes and goals of public charter 

schools.”    

 

“Research by the Center for School Change and other groups shows a growing number of Minnesota families are 

sending children to charter public schools, and that many of the states most effective public schools are charters,” 

said Joe Nathan, director, Center for School Change. “It's vital to continue permitting charters (and other public 

schools) to carry out innovations that attract families and help more students succeed."   

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"While we are pleased Minnesota's charter law ranks #1, we must do a better job of utilizing the charter model to 

create great schools for all Minnesota kids,” said Al Fan, Executive Director of the Minneapolis-based Charter 

School Partners. "With our strong law, charter schools can lead the way in creating a new generation of high-

performing schools to help close one of the nation's largest achievement gaps."  

  

Six states made notable jumps over the past year. Minnesota moved back into the top spot that it occupied in the 

first two years of the rankings, from second place last year. By closely aligning their recently enacted charter 

school law with NAPCS’s model law, Washington landed in third place. After making several authorizing 

improvements, Colorado moved from seventh to fourth. Louisiana jumped from 13
th
 to sixth place due to 

significant strengthening of its authorizing environment and increasing charter school autonomy. South Carolina 

moved up from 25
th
 to 12

th
 place. Hawaii saw the biggest jump of all states after overhauling its law in several 

areas, including lifting its caps and strengthening its authorizing environment, jumping from 35
th
 to 14

th
 place. 

 

"This has been a historic year for public charter school policy across the country, as voters in two states, 

Washington and Georgia, passed public charter school initiatives," said Nina Rees, president and CEO of the 

National Alliance for Public Charter Schools. "The biggest takeaway from this year's rankings is that the public 

charter school movement is continuing to build upon its recent momentum.  States with weak or no charter laws 

are basing new legislation on the experiences of states with stronger laws, while states that fell in the rankings did 

so because other states enacted stronger laws. These changes represent progress for the movement."  

 

Four states saw significant drops in their charter law rankings. New Hampshire dropped from 19
th
 to 30

th
 because 

the state board of education enacted a moratorium on the approval of state-authorized charters, and Rhode Island 

fell nine spots from 26
th
 to 35

th
. Two states dropped eight places:  Arkansas, from 17

th
 place to 25

th
, and Utah, 

from 12
th
 place to 20

th
. Besides New Hampshire, most states’ drop in the rankings had more to do with the 

substantive changes made in other states rather than any steps backwards in these states. 

 

As lawmakers prepare for the upcoming legislative sessions, the rankings provide clear indications of where some 

states excel and others come up short in their charter school laws.  The report is meant to be a tool that offers a 

roadmap for how governors and legislators can take action to strengthen education reform laws. 

 

The top 10 states with laws best positioned to support the growth of high-quality charter schools are: Minnesota 

which this year recaptured the top spot, followed by Maine, Washington, Colorado, Florida, Louisiana, California, 

New York, Indiana and New Mexico. 

 

The complete analysis can be downloaded at the National Alliance for Public Charter School’s website: 

www.publiccharters.org/charterlawrankings2013. See detailed state-by-state summaries and color-coded maps of 

how states measure against each component at the http://charterlaws.publiccharters.org. 

 

About the Alliance:  

The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools is the leading national nonprofit organization committed to 

advancing the charter school movement. Our mission is to lead public education to unprecedented levels of 

academic achievement by fostering a strong charter sector. 
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